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Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 023359 
63 

ORIGIN PM-02 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-02 ISO-OO /005 R 
66610 

DRAFTED BY: PM/ISO: JRDEWENTER:ILB 
APPROVED BY: PM/ISO:JRDEWENTER 
NEA:MR BUCK (PHONE) 

083860 

P 061540Z FEB 74 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MANAMA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 

SECRET STATE 023359 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 023359 ACTION LONDON ABU DHABI ADDIS 
ABABA BANGKOK BLANTYRE CANBERRA CAPE TOWN COLOMBO DACCA DAR 
ES SALAAM ISLAMABAD JAKARTA JIDDA KUALA LUMPUR KUWAIT LUSAKA 
NAIROBI PORT LOUIS PRETORIA RANGOON SANAA SINGAPORE TANANARIVE 
TEHRAN TOKYO THE HAGUE WELLINGTON NATO MANILA CAIRO INFO MOSCOW 
PEKING USUN TEL AVIV HONG KONG CINCPAC CINCEUR CINCUSNAVEUR 
CINCLANT 04 FEB REPEATED LISBON 05 FEB 

QUOTE 

SECRET STATE 023359 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, UK, IO 

SUBJECT: BRITISH PARLIAMENTARY QUERY 

THERE FOLLOWS TEXT OF PROPOSED HMG RESPONSE TO WRITTEN 
PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION TO BE GIVEN IN BOTH COMMONS AND 
HOUSE OF LORDS ON FEBRUARY 5. IT IS PROVIDED ON EX- 
CLUSIVE FYI ONLY BASIS AS BRITSH HAVE PLACED EMBARGO ON THEIR 
RESPONSE UNTIL 1800 GMT FEBRUARY 5. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 023359 

"IN RESPONSE TO A PROPOSAL BY THE US GOVERNMENT AND IN 
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ACCORDANCE WITH THE 1966 ANGLO-AMERICAN AGREEMENT 
(CMND 3231 ) HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT HAVE AGREED IN PRIN- 
CIPLE TO THE EXPANSION OF THE FACILITIES AT DIEGO GARCIA. 

THE AMERICAN PROPOSALS INVOLVE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE AN- 
CHORAGE AND TO THE AIRFIELD AS WELL AS TO THE SHORE FACILI 
TIES. 

HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT HAVE LONG FELT THAT IT IS 
DESIRABLE IN THE GENERAL WESTERN INTEREST TO BALANCE 
INCREASE SOVIET ACTIVITIES IN THE INDIAN OCEAN AREA. 
ACCORDINGLY THEY WELCOME THE EXPANSION OF THE US FACILI- 
TIES WHICH WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE FOR BRITISH USE. 

AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND, THE US AND BRITISH GOVERNMENTS 
HAVE AGREED TO CONSULT PERIODICALLY ON JOINT OBJECTIVES 
AND POLICIES. TO INCLUDE MILITARY ACTIVITIES, IN THE AREA. 

AS REGARDS THE USE OF THE EXPANDED FACILITIES IN NORMAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES, THE US AND BRITISH REPRESENTATIVES IN 
DIEGO GARCIA WILL INFORM EACH OTHER OF INTENDED 
MOVEMENTS OF SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT. IN OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES 
THE USE OF THE FACILITIES WOULD BE A MATTER FOR THE JOINT 
DECISION OF THE TWO GOVERNMENTS. A FORMAL AGREEMENT WILL 
BE CONCLUDED IN DUE COURSE." KISSINGER UNQUOTE KISSINGER 
UNQUOTE KISSINGER 
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